XIV General Chapter 

Valle de Bravo, Mexico

Chronicle #2
“A Journey in Creative Fidelity toward 2014”
“Now that very day two of them were going to a village seven miles from Jerusalem called Emmaus, and they were conversing about all the things that had occurred.  And it happened that while they were conversing and debating, Jesus himself drew near and walked with them, but their eyes were prevented from recognizing him.  He asked them, "What are you discussing as you walk along?" (Lk. 24: 13-17) 

…The journey continues and these past few days we have continued responding to God’s will as best we can so that we may accomplish it with fidelity and creativity.  It has been a week of walking together like disciples in journey.  We have begun the dialogue process and are bringing together past evaluations that mark and highlight our work together.  This week we have worked diligently in four different commissions to evaluate and have a clear and concise analysis/diagnosis of the present reality of our congregation.  The days are of constant reflection-dialogue-question-response filled and balanced with spices of fraternity and availability.  The central commission has established four other commissions to begin working in the areas of (Vida del M.Sp.S., Mission del M.Sp.S., Formacion basica-formacion permanente-promocion vocacional, y Expansion y Gobierno).  Now the good thing is that before the delicious lunch that our Sisters prepare for us, we have some time for playing sports.  Most engage in a challenging and tress-relieving game of soccer, while others walk to the center of town to encounter the variety of things such as the local ice-cream from Valle, and see people chatting in and around the wooden kiosk that splendidly offers a majestic and warm touch to the typical and one and only town.  As we eat lunch we continue to share our life together.  Many of the things that we have begun to share is where we come from and what we do in our different communities.  On Tuesday, we concluded the first phase of the Chapter which consisted in clearly putting together the reality of our congregation by using a method of analysis that the capitular secretaries set forth for us.  Humor spread quickly as we heard that part of the analysis was to identify the “bolitas” of the method of analysis.  So, the “bolitas” dialogue was on high gear for a couple of days.  We were very content with the work done in the first phase.  This certainly called for a day of rest.

The following day, Wednesday, we had our day of rest.  Fr. Fernando promoted some to talk a walk to the ‘Divisadero’ which is a highpoint in the mountain range of Valle.  So, the brave ones took the risk and went with him (Armando, Edgar, Eduardo S., and I) The surprise was that the hike consisted in seven hours.  This is what you call the heroic art of hiking!  The following day was not too heroic.  Others decided to climb the ‘Coporo’ where people on parachutes through themselves off from the top of the close mountain overlooking the man-made lake of heaven here on earth.  Fr. Jose went along with some other brothers to this location.  During this month the monarch butterflies are dwelling here in the area by the millions… This was a spectacular and some brothers went to the place where they are breeding and resting before flying back to Canada.  Evening came and we were pleased with our day.  What about dinner?  Well, we took a stroll to the center of town and ate some mouth watering tacos (Suadero and A’ Pastor) typical of Mexico.  We encountered a group of some brothers in one stand of tacos, and others in another stand, and others in another and so on.  Without a doubt it was impossible for thirty or so brothers to eat in one taco stand.  The night was a pleasant one indeed.  

Today, we began our journey once again.  Each brother is on list to motivate our daily prayers, adoration and Mass.  It was Fr. Jose’s turn and in the morning he motivated all of us with chapters 14 & 15 of St. John’s Gospel as a way to begin the second phase of the Chapter.  This will consists in the Discernment Phase of what God desires for our Congregation.  We were also notified this morning of the death of the mother of Fr. Jose Luis Fernandez de Valderama, M.Sp.S.  Two days ago he flew to Spain from Valle to be with his family.  Let us keep him and his family in our prayers.  The Afternoon consisted in time for prayer and adoration before God and we began to ask Him what he wants for all of us as Congregation.  We will continue to meet as groups for developing concrete questions for discernment and begin a distillation process of all that we need to analyze.  The spirit of our walk begins today by allowing Jesus, Our Center and Companion on the Journey to speak gently with His Spirit and be encouraged to continue walking in creative fidelity.  He will guide us with the Spirit of Light and Understanding and are very much confident of this, even amidst our own inability and human ways of doing things.  


We are supported and encouraged by all your prayers and we too pray for you that this event unites us more in the Spirit of Jesus Priest and Victim….

Yours truly reporting to you from Valle,

 Chronicler
