Chronicle #3
“…One of them, named Cleopas, said to him in reply, "Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know of the things that have taken place there in these days?"And he replied to them, "What sort of things?" They said to him, "The things that happened to Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, how our chief priests and rulers both handed him over to a sentence of death and crucified him. But we were hoping that he would be the one to redeem Israel; and besides all this, it is now the third day since this took place.” (Lk, 24: 18-21)
A couple of days have passed and we are still on the journey.  The days have been deeply surrounded by an environment of prayer, dialogue and reflection as we try to listen to God in and through our General Chapter.  The days we are now living are of discernment of God’s will for our Congregation, especially for our upcoming six years.  Just as Cleopas asked questions, in dialogue with Jesus, so we too find ourselves praying and speaking to Jesus in our communal prayer of what has been occurring in Valle.  He of course knows what is happening and will bless us abundantly, but we are also hopeful for His presence and inspiration, His spirit among us to speak to us and encourage to journey in creative fidelity.  As you might already have seen the current pictures in our congregational web page, we are hopeful that you are even more closely united in prayer and action in favor of this our Chapter.  The phase we are now in is geared toward a vision that marks the future goals and challenges for us for the next six years.  Along with the group sharing, dialogue and reflection we also have had good moments to continue fostering a great spirit of fraternity with Fr. Mele and Fr. Chebo as the one’s in charge of animating the ‘chorchitas’ and celebrations.  Up to now they have done a great job by hosting the capitulars with wonderful snacks and drinks to honor festive events like Fr. Lalo Ramos B-Day.  The agility in some, has taken them to journey better by playing soccer almost every day.  Others prefer to take daily walks around our retreat house as a different form of exercise.  Fr. Ismael with Fr. Fernando Falco and their two auxiliaries (Br. Diego and Br. Baltazar) have done a wonderful job in providing the Chapter with wireless usb Ports for anyone who has brought their lab tops for internet use and other in house paper work.  Thanks to Br. Pablo who helped in providing some information concerning the price range to Br. Diego for these ports.  

Focusing on the work we have come to accomplish, we can say that we are still in search for defining some ways of where God wants to lead us.  Undoubtedly, we have experienced God’s saving deeds and presence at Mass where we celebrate together in a spirit of deep faith and profound humanity where grace begins to work in each of our hearts.  While some brothers read the daily paper to be informed of the current news, others walk together and converse topics pertaining the well being of each member of the congregation.  We have gathered in the Chapter room to approve, clarify, agree, vote and continue sharing insights.  

Today (Thursday) we greeted Fr. Jose Luis who arrived safely from attending his mother’s funeral.  We all gathered around him outside the chapel to greet him and expressed our condolences.  Despite the fact that Fr. Ismael has been attending himself by going to the doctor several times, he has really motivated our Chapter with a magnanimous spirit of joy and has been able to administer his role as Chapter Secretary in fine ways.     

Reporting to you once again from Valle….

